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REMARKS 


ON THE 


THREE SERMONS. 


+ + ray 


of indiſputable truth, That every member of 

a Society ſhould contribute his beſt endeavours 

to ſerve that Society, to which he belongs: and 
that the exertion of this ſervice will be the more 
neceſſary, and therefore a matter of ſtronger duty; 
in proportion as the Society is of greater conſe- 
quence, and as any danger that threatens its pro- 
ſperity becomes more apparent and more alarming. 
Tar UNIVERSITY oF OxFoRD, of which I 
have the honour to be a member, is certainly one 


1 may, L preſume, be laid down as a maxim 


of the moſt important Societies in theſe kingdoms. 


And, as long as true Religion and ſound Learning 
ſhall continue to be there ſtudiouſly inculcated; 
it will ever deſerve, and will (I truſt) ever receive 
protection and encouragement from all ranks and 
degrees of men. But then, in order to ſecure to it- 
ſelf its proper happineſs, ariſing. from the opinion 
amongſt wiſe and good men of its real utility; it 
| behoves this Society conſtantly to remember, that 

its buſineſs is to teach true Religion and found 


Learning, to cultivate and encourage theſe with 
| A2 zeal 
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(4) 
zeal regulated by knowledge, and to animadvert 
on ſuch performances as tend to injure its fame— 
either, by miſrepreſenting pure Religion—or, by 
being dogmatical in Science eile fo call'd—or, by 
decrying human Learning and the light of Reaſon, 
and conſequently contributing to the diſcredit of 
Chriſtianity ; ſince Chriſtianity can only be ex- 
plain'd properly by human Learning, and defend 
effectually by human Reaſon. | | 

A new ſect of Gentlemen has ſprung up of late 
years, and is well known in this Univerſity by the 
name of HUTCHINSONIANS, as being the diſciples 
of one Mr. Hutchinſon. Theſe Gentlemen offer 
themſelves to the world, in the honourable cha- 
racter of Reformers ; and an honourable character 
it certainly is in itſelf—becauſe, in any age and 
much more in this, nothing ſhould recommend 
more effectually than zeal to attempt any inſtance 
of public reformation, if accompanied with know- 
ledge to plan and execute it properly. 3 

The ſcheme of reformation, enter d upon by 
the founder of this ſect, related to the original lan- 
guage of the Old Teftament and the true ſenſe of the 
Bible. For the Hebrew language, it ſhould ſeem, 
had been lamentably miſunderſtood, and the ge- 
nuine meaning of both the Old and New Teſta» 
ments dangerouſly conceal'd ; till there aroſe, in 
the 18th century, this great champion of truth 
and revelation, this original in the diſcovery of- 
roots phyſical and theological. To this firſt ſcheme + 
of the founder, for a reformation in Scripture 
Learning, his followers have ſuperadded a zeal 
for reformation in Practical Religion. Schemes 
theſe—very important in their nature, in all mo 
| an 


. 8 8 E175 S7 TF NA 


e 
and particularly in an Univerſity ; and which, if 
rationally conducted, certainly deſerve the orb 
encouragement. And indeed, tho' theſe ſchemers 
ſhould prove miſtaken in the means, yet if they 
were honeſt as to the end, and propos'd their opi- 
nions with a modeſt candor and in the ſpirit of 
Chriſtian Charity ; they would be entitled, at leaſt, 
to the pardon of the community, 8 
Hut, every public Reformer in Learning ſhould 
certainly be @ man of Learning ; and every public 
Reformer in Religion ſhould be (in theſe days) 
nan of Religion and a man of Learning likewiſe. 
A little learning is a dangerous thing. © 


For if a little learning and a great deal of conceit | 
ſhould prompt a man abuſively to cenſure his ſu- 
periors for not patronizing, and his equals for not 
encouragi is own crude notions; ſhould 
prompt him inſolently to preſcribe to the world 
Vong ſyſtems of ſcience and (what may empha- 
tically be call'd) vain philoſophy ; the conſequence 
muſt be, that men truly learned will expreſs their 
contempt at this manifeſtation of vanity and. im- 
pertinence-in the dictator. Again: if there does 
not appear, amongſt the reformers in Religion, a 
: conſcientious regard to Moral and Chriſtian Duties; 
* and alſo ſuch a knowledge of the Bible and of the 
World, as qualifies them to apply the inſtructions 
of the one to the wants of the other; inſtead of - 
reforming mankind, they will furniſh out enter- 
tainment for Infidels, they will weaken the power 
of that Religion they profeſs to venerate, and they 
will eftabliſh nothing but their own diſgrace and 
the diſgrace of the Society with which they are 
connected. As 


(S) 
As to the latter article, that muſt be underſtood 
— — For, if that Society in 
and the Governors of it in particular, ſnould ſhew. 
a public diſapprobation of ſuch wrong notions and 
wrong practices, and ſhould diſcountenance theſe 
miſtaken reformers themſelves, as well as ſtrive 
to prevent their making proſelytes amongſt the 
mu and injudicious ; in ſuch a caſe, it would 
the misfortune, but not the fault, of a Society 
to have ſuch members in it. On the contrary : if 
favour ſhould be ſhewn ſuch members by the So- 


ciety in general; or, if the Governors in particu- 


Jar ſhould do them honour, by advancing THEM 
to the public pulpit, as the Oracles of the Univer- 
fity, on days of more than ordinary ſolemnity; 
what a triumph will be hereby granted to the 
Enemies of the Univerſity, and how ſhall its 
warmeſt Friends ſtand forth W in its Vin- 


dication? 


The behaviour of the Hutthinforion Divines, 


in this Univerſity and in other parts of the king- 
dom, is now become matter of general complaint 
the general complaint of men truly reſpectable, 
as Scholars and as Chriſtians. And indeed, very 


uncomfortable effects muſt attend the preaching. 
Chriſtianity in this new-fangled garb of it; when 
ſo many Chriſtians (ſincerely diſpos'd to learn 


what they muſt do to be ſaved) are told by theſe 
men, with the moſt aſſuming deciſiveneſs, that 
They, and They only, are the ſervants of the moſt 


bigh Gop, which ſhew forth the way of ſalvation! 


I repeat, that very uncomfortable effects muſt fol- 
low, from their labouring to diſcredit all other 
preachers of the Goſpel, and vilifying all — 
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| Pt illuſtrating the doctrines and enforcing the du- 
„dies of Chriſtianity, that do not ſquare with their 

7. novelty of conception and their quaintneſs of ex- 

1 preſſion. 2 totband.. 
a ls there not then an alarm loudly ſounded to 
- the friends of Religion—when congregations in 
e divers places are aſſur d, that Chriſtianity can only 
d be defended by the new lights of this or that 
y Hutcbinſonian preacher ; at the fame time, that 
1 perſons of ſenſe ſee Religion plac'd by theſe men 
4 on a foundation of ſand, and taken from off that 
"0 rock which has ſupported the ſacred edifice for 
1 ages when theſe preachers dare to deny the very 
"> exiſtence of Moral Duties, in order to exalt 
" | Chriſtian Virtues; and, under pretence of glori- 
6 fying Revelation, inſult and trample upon Reaſon, 
ts tho' the latter is alſo the gift of Gop, communi- 
* cated in a different manner to his Creatures 


in ſhort: when men ſtep forth public Reformers 
s, in Learning, with no other qualificatipn than the 
g / contempt of it; yet making ample amends for the 


nt low eſteem entertain'd for them amongſt others 
le, by the exaltation of themſelves and one another: 
ry and when they appear as public Reformers in Re- 
ng ligion, with (I will not ſay, not more veracity, be- 
en cauſe veracity is a Moral Duty, and Morality is 
rn not within the new ſyſtem, but with) no recom- 
fe mendation above others, excepting the appearance 
lat of greater zeal with the certainty of leſs knowledge. 
oft The Metropolis of this kingdom has, of late 
17 years, furniſh'd ample matter for theſe untoward 
ol- reflections. But we need not go beyond the 
aer bounds of our own Univerſity, to diſcover a foun- 
ds dation for very great uneaſineſs, and alſo for this 


of humble 
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(8) 
humble attempt to awaken the attention of the Go. * 
vernors of our Univerſity to the nature and conſe. Wh 
quences of this growing evil. It is not my pre- 
ſent deſign, to animadvert on this kind of — 2 
ing, as occaſionally admitted here into private 
Churches; tho: I could furniſh the reader with 
many ſtrange explanationg of Scripture there deli- 
ver'd, beſides that very late one, which extracted 
Chri/ts out of Samfon's Riddle. Nor ſhallIl WM + 
conſider this kind of , as eſtabliſh'd here 
in one Pariſh Church in particular; where the 
Co ion, tho' in general greatly ſurpris'd, 
were lately ſtruck, in a very uncommon manner, 
by ſome reflections upon the conduct of a certain 
Society in the propagation of Religion, But I only 
intend, at preſent, to expreſs my ſurprize at the 
| ſermons frequently preach'd of late before 1118 
|; UNIVERSITY before a Body of Men, juſtly 
| held honourable thro' many centuries, for their 
| cultivation, of true Religion and alſo of ſound _ 
Learning. Nor ſhall Texpatiate here on the ſer- 
mons of all theſe Hutchinſonian or | Enthufiaſtic 
New-Reformers. But, after ſome remarks upon 
Two of them, I ſhall proceed to conſider more at 
large a Third, which was the chief occaſion of 
theſe refleions ; and which {after having been 
N te Univerſity f Oxford, after NY 
ving been preach'd before the — and Cor po- 
ration of Oxford, and after having been 'd 
at ſeveral. 1 place—as the author himſelf in- 
forms us) juſt made its public nn 
printed at be Theatre i in Oxford.” | 


The 


90 
The firſt ſermon then, which 1 ſhall here take 
notice of — prior in order of time) was 
preach d before this Univerfity on A- Sunday laſt; 
auc, after ſeveral months reviſal, has been lately 
laid before the world. Its title page tells us, it 
Was pabiſſc d at the requeſt of the Vice-Chancellor 
and oTHER Heads of Houſes ; and this new ſtile, 
ih the form of the requeſt, has occafion'd man 
nan enquiry amongſt the curious, as to the ak 
and meaning of it. But, as I don't apprehent - 
there were preſent with Mr, Vice-Chancellor, at 
the time this requeſt was propos'd, any other 
Heads of Houſes than one head of 2 ball; I con- 
feſs myſelf unequal to the ſolution of this very odd 
phænomenon. 1 
This ſermon is entitled, The Chriftian Apology. 
— as to its author, the Rev. Dr. Patten, I ſhall 
only ſay that, tho' he is perhaps endow'd with 
a greater ſhare of L wn. both the other 
Gentlemen, he ſeems to hold * in more ſovereign 
contempt than either of them. And how is every 
reader iz'd at this Doctor's contemptuous 
treatment of Learning, particularly in Fe the 
th; and at his ſarcaſtical application of inter 


which he had been ſelected for preaching this ſer- 
mon, was our Anniverſary for inculcating the ad- 
vantages, or rather the neceſſity of Learning, in 
the ſearch after Truth, and conſequently in the 

cauſe of Religion | | 
The text choſe, on ſo particular an occafion, 
was—Be ready always to give an anſwer to every 
3 man that aſteth you a reaſon of the hope that is in 

e | you, with wer EU and * : &c. words, wang 
m5 ave 


„ut academi eſpecially, as the day, on 


( 10 ) 

have been generally, if not univerſally, conſider'd 
as directly repugnant to this Anti-Literary ſyſtem ; 
and as exborting Chriſtians to acquaint themſelves 
with the true grounds and reaſons of tbeir Religion, 
and to be always ready modeſtly to communicate them 
in order to filence and convert tbeir enemies. And, 

if this was the duty of the firſt Chriſtians, in the 
days of perſecution; and if this be the duty of 
common Chriſtians now, in the way of private 
converſation; is it not naturally inferr'd to be the 
duty of the learned, to communicate theſe reaſons 
publickly and in print ? 

But the preceding expoſition, however greatly 
countenanc'd, has fail'd (not, I hope, becauſe 
greatly countenanc'd) to pleaſe this fingular Di- 
vine. He gives another ſenſe of the words; which, 
notwithſtanding the cloud of witneſſes that ap- 
pears againſt him, he pronounces to be the true 
and genuine ſenſe, and that INDISPUTABLY—as if 
there never had been one ſingle proteſt enter'd 
againſt it! But, as there have been, ſo will there 
Kill continue to be, Diſſentients; after all the 
difficulties enumerated by the Doctor as attending 
the common 8 and after all his ar- 
guments in ſupport of his own novel notion: 
which (if 1 may uſe his own words, p. 15) #s 
twirPd over with the ſame ſmile of pity, which this 
enlighten'd writer bas beſtou d on the opinions of 
other men. 

The Doctor has condeſcended to exhibit one 
ſpecimen of human Learning; but, as he can 
hardly be ſuppos'd to have done this with a willing 
mind, tis no wonder he has ſucceeded ſo ill jn it. 


Arrerri (ſays he, p. 4) not Xt arrogantly 3 
| Is 
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(xx) 
{Is this the preſent rendering?) but aſting, res 
quefting ; and, to render this ſenſe here the more 
plauſible, he leaves out the ſeven intervening 
words, and gives us aire: tr Toairwro; xa 
pe, as words immediately connected with one 
another! But, what ſay other men of learning ? 
Let us take Mintert's Lexicon: Are, peto, rogo, 
ex1go, poſtulo ; item, accuſo et ad judicem provoco, ſe. 
ad inquirendum accuſatum—ſenſes, which are re- 
markably pertinent to the word in this place, as 
will ſoon be provid. 
The Doctor is alſo pleas'd to affirm, that Ayo; 
NEVER fjgnifieth A REASON, in the ſenſe which that 
word beareth in our bible tranſlation of this verſe, 
But I muſt aſk his pardon for affirming the con- 
trary ; and that, upon the authority of St. Luke. 
The ſenſe, which that word bears in this verſe, is 
'a reaſon, or an account, by way of defence. And 
we need refer only to one text of Scripture, which 
ſeems (if I may uſe the Doctor's own word) in- 
diſputably deciſive, for the very ſame ſenſe. As 
xix. 40. We are in danger to be called in queſtion 
for this day's uproar ; there being no- cauſe whereby 
ve may give Aoyoy an account (a reaſon, a defence) 
of this concourſe. . 
And now, as to the capital criticiſm ;. the co 

necting meekneſs and fear with the perſons aſeing 
an apology : this ſeems abſolutely irreconcilable 
with the context. For the Doctor pronounces 
the perſons, here ſpoke of as aſeing, to be ſincere, 
ingenuous, modeſt, enquirers ; whereas St. Peter 
evidently ſpeaks of them, as falſe accuſers and per- 
ſecuting governors, For, in the verſe immediately 
preceding, the Apoſtle ſays— But if ye ſuffer for 
| B 2 rigb- 


(22) 
fernen, neither be be ye iroubled, And [4 
verſe immediately following—Having a goed con- 
ſcience, that whereas they ſpeak evil of yau, as of 
evil doers, they may be "aſhamed, ben they foley 
accuſe your good converſation in Chriſt. 
the ER and fear (after all the — 
of conviction to the contrary) are here recom- 
mended to the Chriſtians who were to make, and 
not to their Heathen enemies who might demand, 
the Chriſtian Apology. And, as it was a matter 
of moment, that this Doctrine ſhould have been 7 
obſerv'd ſtrictiy, when the enemies of Chriſtianity | 
were at firſt numerous and powerful; ſo is it par- 
ticularly ſeaſonable to be again inculcated at pre- 
ſent—whetber we attend to the late alarming en- 
creaſe of Infidelity; or to the dictatorial, abuſive, 
uncharitable mode of. preaching amongſt theſe 
New-Reformers, void of mee&ne/s and void of fear. 
But (in the words of our author) whatever may | 
become of this remark ; yet ſome ſurprize muſt be 
expreſs'd at the general- nature and tendency of 
Bis 3 may be call'd 4 — 
concerning Reaſon and concerning Religion; or ra- 
ther, @ doubtful diſputation upon the propriety and 
neceſſity of reaſoning in Religion, and the propriety 
and neceſſity of not reaſoning in Religion. For, as 
to the propricty and neceſſity of reaſoning in Reli- 
gion, this he expreſly allows, in p. 29 where he 
admits, that, the goſpel needeth reaſonings. And 
when he admits, in p, 11, that, by way of apo- 
logy for Chriſtianity, there muſt be an allegation 
of miracles and prophecies ;- certainly he cannot 


mean, that theſe miracles and prophecies prove 
Aw them- 
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anity; why would 


d bis fo 
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( 13) 
themſelves; or, that they are to 
apply'd, without — — N 
nature, and tendency; ot, 3 Mort argu- 
ment IT 1s wR1TTEN (which he ſo pompouſly 
holds forth, in p. 23.) can poſſibly be Ratibor, 
to UNBELLEVERS, without adding where, when, 
by whom, and by what . authority, (it is written 
with the proper vouchers upon each article, 
each voucher ſupported by found argument. And 
yet, ſecondly, as to the propriety and neceflity o 
not reaſoning in Religion; he (p. 12.) arms 
Chriſtian warrior to the overthrow of reaſonings ; 


"and. (p. 11) calls abftra& reaſoning the very pro- 


vince of the Devil. 5 
But if reaſoning be here aſcrib'd, without a 
compliment, to the Devil as its proper lord and 
maſter ; why would this Divine be ſo expreſs in 
favour of miracles and propbecies, which can only 


be aſcertain'd and apply'd properly by reaſoning 


Athereupon? And, on the other hand, if reaſoning 


for the defeace of Chriſti- 
e be ſo declamatory againſt 
reaſoning—egainſt the arts and the place, which 
teach reaſoning profeſſedly and againſt that late 
Right Reverend Author (whom this Gentleman 
to call a writer of ſome note) who has exery 
perior faculty of reaſoning, in defence 
of Revelation, with a meekneſs in the manner al- 
moſt beyond example, and with a force in the 
arguments that is. irrefiſtable—A Dgyexce! that 
will be a laſting monument of Fame to its great 
Author; and of which ſcarce any thing more 


be uſeful and neoe 


honourable can be ſaid, than that it is particularly 


c 


(1 14 i) =. 
inſulted by thoſe Gentlemen who are profely' 
enemies to human reaſoning. 

I ſhall only add here: if (as the Doctor allows, 
p. 11) unbelievers will attack Cbriſtianity by reaſon- 
ings drawn from all the ſources of human learning; 
ſhall WE likewiſe fay, that CHRISTIANITY Is 
NOT FOUNDED ON ARGUMENT ? Is Chriſtianity 
to be given up, as irrational? Shall it be own'd 
indefenfible againſt ſuch attacks? If not, it muſt 
be defended likewiſe by reaſonings drawn from all 
the ſources of human learning—agreeably to St. 
Paul's advice to Titus, that he that 7s of the con- 
trary part may be aſhamed. (ii. 8)—agreeably to his 
exhortation to every Chriſtian Biſhop, > that he may 
convince the gainſayers ; for there are many unruly 
and vain talkers and decei vers, whoſe mouths mu 
be Flopped, (i. 9—11)—and agreeably to the ſame | 
Apoſtle, in his epiſtle to the Coloſſians, (iv. 5, 6) 
where, having ſpoke of his own preaching the 
Goſpel, he adds, Walk in wiſdom toward them that's 
are without, Tov X&100Vv Sa Comevor, (redeem- 
ing, purchaſing, earneſtly 2 the opportunity) 
let your ſpeech be alway with grace, ſeaſoned with 
ſalt, that ye may know how to anſwer every man. 
With thels Apo e Apoſtolical authorities I ſhall conclude 
XF my remarks on this Gentleman's performance, oþ 
| this zew kind of an Apology for Chriſtianity, an 
| Apology independent of all the arts of reaſoning. 
13 And it will be but decent to leave hm, in the ple- 
nary poſſeſſion of that indulgence which he has 
generouſly vouchſaf d to others (p. 20); namely, 
that he continue to take delight in this his romantic 
ſcenery, and amuſe himſelf with contemplating and 
"7 bis own flimſy creation. 
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nn dam zz wi tb iv 2c n vifincs 
From the performance of this Gentleman, who 
poſſibly may not call himſelf an Hutchinſonian, 
(tho' I have preſum'd to introduce him here, from 
a ſimilarity both in the Letter and Spirit of his 
ſermon to thoſe of that Brotherhood) I proceed to 


the ſermon of the Rev. Mr. Wetherall; who 
probably would take it ill, if he was not compli- 


mented as one of Mr. Hutchinſon's diſciples. This 
Gentleman was appointed to preach before our 
Univerſity, on the laſt 3oth day of January. But, 
as his Sermon has not been (yer) made more 


public, than by being preach'd before ſuch an 


Audience, fewer remarks muſt of courſe be made i 


upon it: tho the ſubject matter of it was equally 


curious with the foregoing, and the preacher was 
truly wonderful in the double character of Politi- 
cian and Divine. Fame ſays, that one of the 
Brotherhood, on that very ſame day, told bis au- 


;. dience—that the 3oth of January was à day, on 
' which every Clergyman ſhould ſpeak his mind, (pity, 
that every day was not, in this reſpec, a zoth 


of January) that he be his mind and 
that be had talen advice about it. One could 
wiſh, that our Univerſity preacher had ated with 
equal prudence, and taten advice likewiſe, For 
ſurely . any counſellor, moderately vers'd in the 
hiſtory of King · Charles the Iſt, would have ſet 
him right in ſome of the Facts, which he ſo 
ſtoutly aſſerted to the great aſtoniſhment of the 


Congregation. I leave thoſe Facts to be particu- 


lariz'd, when he ſhall have favour'd the public 
with his ſermon; which, if printed, will (I dare 
infer from the fortitude of the preacher) be printed 

2 exactly 


Have its uſes. 


claims theſe kingdoms upon this preacher's prin- 


exactly as it was preach'd: for as much as »o ſer- 
mon, that ts alter d, can ſtrictiy be call d the ſame 

1 don't give this maxim, as an extraordinary . 
covery; but, however obvious, it may potlibly 


It was indeed furprizing (cho we were in ex 
tion of the marvelous) to hear the — 4 
maintain the jultly-exploded doctrine o | 
obedrence; and this in terms fo e 
groſs, as even to have n? - Finer d Filmer : | 
maintain it to be the indiſpenſable duty of a | 
Chriſtian fubjefts, under the worſt of tyrants ts, to . 
bow down in the duſt or upon the block; and pa- 
tiently to permit him to raviſh from them Reli- 
ion, "Liberty, Property, and Life itſelf—and, at 
to tell the Congregation, that no man could 
vindicate Reſiſtance in any caſe whatſoever, with. 
out giving up all regard for the Bible, and all 
Pretenſion to common Senſe! 

Were this wild doctrine true; how will the 4 
eacher vindicate obedience to His Majeſty Ki 
RGE, ſo eminently the Father of his People 
For, if a reigning Family cannot forfeit a right to 
govern; can it ceaſe to be the duty of a Nation tb - 
obey? And if the Stuart Family, which now : 


ciples, claims them rightfully; does not 
Britiſh Subject act wrongfully, in not attempting 
another Reſtoration? But (as in order to < 
abſurdities one may have recourſe to contradictions) 

how can any Engliſhman, with this preacher's., 
principles, vindicate the lawfulneſs of another Re- 
ſtoration? Are not thoſe principles expreſs d pra- 
perly thus—abſolute obedience to the priers' ny 
* 
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be ; to the ſupreme power, that is, at any time, and by 
any means, eftabliſh'd? If ſo; can there be ſuch 


a thing as Uſurpation? At leaſt, muſt not every 


Uſurper of government, as being the Power that 
10, be obey'd abſolutely? If ſo; Cromwell had 
as ſtrong a right to the obedience of Britons as 
King Charles the 1ſt. Nay ; when Cromwell and 
his affociates were inveſted with ſupreme autho- 
rity; were not Charles Stuart and all his friends 
bound, as Chriſtians, to ſubmit abſolutely to- all 
the ſentences paſs'd upon them by the Powers that 
then were? At leaſt; when the governing power 
had been lodg'd for years in the hands of Crom- 
well and his party ; how can the preacher vindi- 
cate the Reſtoration of King Charles the 2d; 
this ſtep being evidently an act of Reſiſtance in 
Engliſhmen againſt the Powers that were then 
over them? But, if he juſtifies the Reſtoration; 
can he condemn the Revolution ? That Glorious 
RevoLuTion! which, with its full train of na- 
tional Bleſſings, enables the Britiſh Miniſters of 
the Goſpel ſtill to preach the Proteſtant Religion! 
In ſhort; if moſt of the wiſeſt and beſt men, both 
Clergy and Laity, in England in general and this 


Univerſity in particular, have determin'd—that 


Scripture agrees with common ſenſe, in diſallow- 
ing abſolute paſſive obedience; tis really amazing, 
that a preacher (probably but in Deacon's orders) 
ſhould, when preaching before this Univerfity, 
be ſo comfortably ſelf-ſufficient, as to pay no 
reſpe&, no deference at all, to ſo truly venerable 


an Aſſembly! 


8 Thus 


(18) 

Thus have I preſum'd to offer my ſentiments 
on Two ſermons, preach'd on Two ſolemn days, 
before the Univerſity of Oxford only: I ſay, be- 
fore this Univerſity only; becauſe I have never 
heard, that either of theſe ſermons has been lent 
out to the younger members of the Brotherhood, 
to procure them a character in country places. 

I proceed therefore, as before propos'd, to take 
notice of a Third ſermon, which may be preſum'd 
to be of more general emolument than the former 
Two; as the Rev. My. Horne, its author, has him- 
ſelf preach'd it (as the title page informs us) be- 
fore the Univerſity of Oxford, before the Mayor and 
Corporation of Oxford, and at ſeveral other places 
— perhaps, inſtead of a? ſeveral other places, he 
meant to ſay, before ſeveral other Societies or Con- 
gregations, I preſume by other places he means 
other places in Oxford. And the phraſe other places 
neceſſarily implies, that ſome place or places had 
been mention'd before. But u place is previouſly 
mention'd; mention being only made of two Bodzes 
of men or Societies. Had he ſaid, preach'd at Se. 
Mary's and af St. Martin's, and ſeveral other 
places; this would have been ſenſe. But, as the 
particle before ſignifies in the preſence of, he could 
not intend to ſay in the preſence of a place, but of 
ſuch and fuch @ fociety; and conſequently, tho" 
the Societies are mention'd before whom, yet the 
places where preach'd being omitted, af ſeveral 
other places is certainly bad language, and may be 
plac'd in the front of the inaccuracies contain'd in 
this extraordinary ſermon. A ſermon ! which one 
ſhould rob of its juſt character, by not adding to 
the charge of inaccuracy that of abſurdity, miſ- 


appli- 


(19) 

application of holy Scripture, and the truly- 

ulchinſonian ſpirit of defamation ; and this laſt 
finiſh'd off with the moſt expreſs violation of 
Chriſtian Charity: tho' Charity be, as our Church 
_ rightly affirms, the very bond of peace and of all 
virtues ; without which whoſoever liveth is counted 
dead before Gov. | 

I have not ſcrupled to call the errors of this 
writer by (what I apprehend to be) their proper 
titles ; not only becauſe freedom of ſpeech muſt be 
approv'd by every genuine ſon of Mr. Hutchinſon; 
but alſo, becauſe this pamphlet may poſſibly have 
the more weight with thoſe, whom it is meant to 
alarm and caution againſt Hutchinſonianiſm. The 
diſciples of this new ſect infinuate themſelves into 
the good opinion of young Gentlemen by the fol- 
lowing pretences—that moſt other Divines are 
wicked and profane in their Conduct —or, cor- 
rupt in their explanations of Chriſtianity—or, 
in reality, Unbelievers of Revelation—or, at beſt, 
miſerably miſtaken in their notions of true Philo- 
ſophy. And as theſe falſe and dangerous impu- 
tations are urg'd with great appearances of Chriſtian 
Zeal, and with pretenſions to the only Learning 
worthy of cultivation; I preſume, it will not be 
unſerviceable, to animadvert on this ſermon, 
preach'd ſo frequently, by one of the firſt claſs 
amongſt the Brethren: a ſermon ! which will 
abundantly prove, that Hutchinſonianiſm is far 
from being neceſſarily accompanied with im- 
prov'd judgment, fince it is here ſcarce attended 
with common ſenſe or intelligible language. And 
the conſequence of theſe reflections will (I hope) 
be—that, when young 8 are 2 
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of the groſs deficiencies of the pre-eminent writers 
of this ſect; they may be led to ſuſpect the truth 
of thoſe principles, which are eſpous d only by 
men of ſuch judgment—leſt, whilſt they are flat- 
ter d with the notion of being initiated into ſupe- 
rior uiſdum, they are led to embrace the fook/bneſs 
h. 


However ſtrong the terms of this charge may | 


appear to ſome; yet, leſt any ſhould: apprehend, 
that theſe and ſome other expreſſions are too ſevere, 
and liable to the very ſame cenſure paſs'd here on 
theſe uncharitable Gentlemen; I ſhall obſerve to 
every Reader—That I humbly preſume, in order 
effectually to expoſe Ignorance, and guard againſt 
impoſition from it, it ſhould plainly be call'd - 
norance; and the more effectually to baniſh Vice, 
.and prevent its contagion, it ſhould be plainly call'd 
Vice—and, that there is a very wide difference 
between publickly cenſuring men as Infidels and 
Atheiſts without proof; and reproving ſuch cen- 
ſurers afterwards, for having notoriouſly and upon 
Full proof offended either againſt Learning, or 
againſt Religion, or againſt Both. 

Having premis'd this neceſſary caution, I ſhall 
now enter upon the conſideration of this Third 
ſermon. The occaſion of it (the author tells us 
ſomewhat odly) was the late Earthquakes and 
publick Faſt. He does not ſay, what Earthquakes. 
This would have involv'd him in ſome difficulty; 

becauſe, tho' the Faſt was partly appointed on 
account of the late Earthquakes at Z:/bon and 


other places near the ſame time, he had choſe a a 


text, ſome part of which was more applicable to 
(and therefore he intimates it to be a prophecy 3 ) 
| tac 
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the two Earthquakes at London near ſeven years 


before. But this text, happening to have more 
conveniences than inconveniences, was upon the 
whole thought very eligible. (Ove, 

It is taken out of the Revelation of St. Jobn; 
which, being the moſt obſcure book in the Bible 
(perhaps, becauſe the leaſt fulfill'd as yet) is 
thought by theſe Gentlemen to open an ample 
field for their types and prophecies and random 
conjectures, One ſhould here correct a repeated 
error of this author, who has (at leaſt twice) 
printed the name of this book Revelations, In- 
deed the unity of any Revelation diſſolves, multi- 
plies or divides at pleaſure, under the pen of either 
of theſe Gentlemen: an inſtance of which lies juſt 
before us, in this author's intimating a prophecy, 
in one verſe, of the Earthquake at Liſbon in 1755; 
and, in the very next verſe, of the Earthquakes 
at London in 1749: p. 3, 18. But, as to the or- 
thography of this word; he might have read it in 
the Greek ATozamuli;, and in our Engliſh verſion 


Revelation. A 


It will be difficult to range the cenſurable paſ- 
ſages of this ſermon, under any general claſſes of 
objection; and the Reader will the more eaſily 
compare the following remarks with the ſermon 
itſelf, if they proceed in courſe with the ſermon. 
I have only to add one farther preliminary to 
remind the Reader, that the ſermon, to be now 
animadverted upon, is the work of one of the 
chiefs amongſt zhoſe, who arrogate to themſelves 
greater Knowledge as well as purer Religion ; and 
who are fond of charging other Miniſters of the 
Goſpel both with Freligion and Ignorance. 8 
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the city fell, and in the earthquake were flain of men 
ſeven thouſand : and the remnant were affrighted, 
and gave glory to the God of beaven. The ſecond woe 
is paſt, and behold, the third woe cometh quickly. 

Page 1. It ts an heavy charge brought againſt 
ſome in the pſalms—Theſe words, tho' they begin 
the ſermon, are very imperfect in the language. 


perſons ſpoke of in one of the pſalms; or, brought 
in one of the pſalms againſt certain perſons. 
P. 1, 2. Of all God's works be loved to bis- 


STRAINS, than when in order to chuſe and keep in 
the right way, the judgments of the Almighty were 
laid before him. Neither Senſe, nor Engliſh. 
P. 2. It 1s the privilege of @ Chriſtian ſoul to 
draw the water of life from the flinty rock, on the 


outfide of which others fall and are broken ; &c. 


| The ideas of an Hurchinſonian ſoul are fo wild and 
uncircumſcribeable ; that, tho' their novelty creates 
| aſtoniſhment, their impropriety is not eafily ex- 
| preſt, except in the general phraſe of being un- 
| intelligible. If any ſenſe can be diſcover'd in this 
ſentence, it may be this; that, h wicked men 
are deſtroyed, goed men are comforted, by the judg- 
ments or puniſhments of God, But why would 
this Divine introduce the word judgments juſt 
before, tho' us'd in a very different meaning ? If 
he knew the neceſſary diſtinction; why would he 


 - Not make it? For judgments frequently fignify the 
1 laws of Gop, and muſt be ſo underſtood in the 

5 very laſt ſentence I remembered thine everlaſting 
Judg- 


The text is, Rev. xi. 13, 14. Aud the ſame hour 
was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of 


The author ſhould have ſaid—browught againſt ſome” 


COURSE, but never did be pour forth more edifying 
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Judgments, O Lord, and received comfort, Pf, cxix, 


$52. Certainly the pſa:miſt did not receive com- 
fort from remembering Gop's everlaſting puniſh- 


ments. And 'tis remarkable, that in this cxixth. 


palm, tho' it contains 176 verſes, every verſe 


(unleſs we ſhould except the 1224.) has in it ſome 


expreſſion ſignifying the law or word of Gop. 


P. 2, 3. There ſeems now t0 bang a Cloud over, 


this nation, ready to break upon it in a ſtorm, un- 
# pierced and ſcattered by the prayers ſent forth 

rom penitent and faithful hearts, While wwe are 
muſing on ſuch events as theſe &c. By this cloud, 


I preſume the author means @ French Inva/ion. 


But why would he not be more explicit, as to 
this alarming danger, in ſome part or other of his 
ſermon ; as this was one of the principal reaſons 
for the ſolemn Faſt? The jumble of ideas, in 4 
figurative cloud pierc'd and ſcatter'd by real prayers 
will ſtrike moſt readers; as well as the impro- 
priety of calling this cloud an event. 


P. 3. —turn away captivity from Jacob. As 
he is ſup 


by the French, in order to reſtore to theſe king - 
doms the family of James, and to deliver the Faco- 
bites from what they call their long captivity; it 
has been thought a very unfortunate quotation, 
when he here ſpeaks of beſeeching the Lord to be 


prying into the archives of beaven—lt is not 
eaſy ta ice, how this is conſiſtent with preſump- 
tuouſly ining, that he day of Judgment 18 
very nigh at band, as he does in ſeveral parts of 


this 
% 


pos'd to be here talking of an invaſion 


gracious unto bis land, and turn away CAPTIVITY 
FROM JACOB, 1 2 
P. 3. Far be it from me preſumptucuſiy to at- 


this ſermon, and p ly by inſerting the word. 


ſhortly in the laſt page, and raſhly correcting the 


Liturgy We believe that thou ſhalt ſhortly come 


to be our judge. 
P. 4. To ALL the dwellers upon earth has God 


ſpoken—by earthquake. If he means by the late 
earthquakes, this aſſertion ſeems too extenſive by 
being uni verſal. And the ſame may be ſaid, when 


we read, p. 7, the WHOLE body of waters was \ 
in agitation. Tho', as to the former aſſertion, 


one knows not what advices our author may have 
receiv'd from China; nor, as to the latter, from 


the Pacific Ocean. © » 


P. 5. Here he propoſes to conſider firſt the an- 


thor, and ſecondly the cauſe of Earthquakes. But 


is author ſufficiently diſtinguiſh'd here from cauſe? 


He himſelf (p. 17.) makes the two words fig- 
nify juſt the ſame; or rather, makes the cauſe” to 
be the author—God not the author of them, but ſome 
ether cauſe. Here he obſerves, that the author of 
Earthquakes is neither chance nor nature. For as 
to chance, he ſays, there is no ſuch thing : ſo that 
the firſt author, improperly ſo call'd, is nothing. 
And nature, he ſays, is not the author; becauſe 
that is not the fir/? cauſe but the ſecond: fo that, 
if it had been the f cauſe, i it would have been 
the author] 
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P. 5. If the Scri ipture account of the confiruftion 1 


of the earth was accurately examined, philoſophers 
might give a rational and defenſible account of them. 
After having thus properly connected the epithets 
rational and defenfible, as if nothing was defenfible 


that was not rational; 'tis pity, he ſhould have 


inſerted (p. 16.) the following a 
0 


8 of mian's Beloved and adored reaſon. The Scri pture 
is here affirm'd to contain a truly philoſophical 


„ 


account of the conſtruction of the Earth; with 
an intimation, that this author knows it true, upon 
accurate examination. I confeſs, I am not 

judiced, at preſent, in favour of the judgment of 
thoſe*men, who maintain all arts and ſciences to 
be contain'd in the Bible. Nor can I apprehend, 
that any man is to be heard without large grains 
of allowance, who pronounces the exiſtence of 
grains of Darkneſs, as well as grains of Light; and 
that grains of Light become grains of Darkneſs, 


when they grow ſo large as to be inviſible! 
(See Moſes's Principia, part ad.) And as to the 


natural philoſophy of the Bible; the ſingle phraſe 
of the riſing of the Sun convinces me—that the ſa- 


' ered authors did not always write with philoſophi- 


cal accuracy, but frequently expreſs'd themſelves 


according to the common apprehenſion of things; 
juſt as the followers of the immortal NewToxN 


ſpeak now of the Sun's riſing and ſetting, tho' they 
can demonſtrate, that the Sun has no motion, un- 
leſs round its own axis, $A 
P. 6. Even he, wno d:ſpos'd every EveNT, fo 
rform the part allotted it in bis plan, WHICH 
compos'd the ſong of the pſalmiſt, of mercy and judg- 
ment, Abſolutely unintelligible ! 
P. 6. The laſt chapter in Revelations (Revela- 
tion) declares God ſhall deſtroy the world. No ſuch 
declaration in that chapter, | 
P. 6. Depreſſion as well as promotion—a very new 
antitheſis ! | 
P. 7. The firſt Earthquake, recorded in the SS. 
was at the Flood, The deſtruction of the World 
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by Water is here called an Earthquake ;* but pro- 


bably for the very firſt time: and the deſcription 
is as wonderful as the affertion—7he waters of the 


great deep benegth, riſing and ſwelling, burſt their 
way thro” the earth that sr ADS upon them, and 


ſhook and broke the whole to pieces. But, not to 


dwell on this Oratorico-Philoſophical deſcription ; 
I would aſk, Does Moſes call this an Earthquake? 
No; this is not even pretended, But, it ſeems, 
Ifaiah alludes to the F lood, when he ſays (xxiv. 
19.) the foundations of the earth do ſhake &c.—a 
deſcription of diſtreſs, which is leſs likely to al- 
lude to the Flood; becauſe Iſaiah ſays in that ve 
2 the earth ſhall Fall and not riſe again: whi 
urely was not the caſe at the Flood. 

P. 7. Behold I (and leſt future Infidels ſhould 
doubt) even I &c. Here he draws an argument 
from the repetition of the pronoun, where God 
ſpeaks of bringing the Flood, to convince Infidels/ 
This is truly wonderful ! For, as Infidels deny the 
authority of the very book, wherein this pronoun 
is found; muſt it not be ind liſputably the ſame thing 
to them, whether it occurs once or twice? 

P. 8. There was one, which the prophet Amos 
thus foretells. One what? Certainly an Earthquake. 
For, the ſubſtantive may be found, if you examine 
backwards only thro' 16 lines: ho remote ante- 
cedents and diſtant conſequences are no uncom- 
mon things with this writer. Be that as it may; 
how does Amos foretell this one (Earthquake) ? 
The words cited, to expreſs this prophecy, are 
theſe—the Lord will roar from Zion, and utter his 
voice from Feruſalem, and the habitations of the ſbep- 
berds ſhall mourn, and the top of Carmel ſhall wi mo 2 
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P. 8. An Earthquake made the tenturion own 


the divinity of Chrift, when be bung upon the croſs ; 


and it won't make Chriſtians own him, tho" be is 
entbron d in heaven ! Tell it not in Gath, publiſh 
it not in the fireets of Aſeelon ! Gently—not ſo 
very flaming - let us have a little knowledge with 
ſo much zeal. But, what is the cauſe of all this 
aſtoniſhment and diſtresful exclamation ? why, 
the Gentleman ſays, Chriſtians won't own Chriſt, 
tho" he is enthron d in heaven. This is aſtoniſhing 
indeed! But—is it true? Is it poſſible for a man 


in his ſenſes, to pronounce (in a Sermon before 
the Univerſity of Oxford) that Chriſtians won't . 


own Chrift ?—Tell it not in Gath ! Publiſh it not, 
unleſs it be publiſh'd (as at preſent) in order to 


- chaſtize ignorance when arm'd with arrogance. 


The words are expreſs, it won't make, Chriſtians 
on HIM; and by him muſt be here meant Chrift. 
But ht is it, that won't make Chriſtians own 
Chriſt? The Earthquake (he ſays) at the cruci- 


fixion. Yes: Chriſtians are led by this Earthquake 


and the aſtoniſhing circumſtances attending it, in 
concurrence with divers other Miracles and from 
the force of Prophecies, to acknowledge Jesvs to 
be Tue Caurisr. The truth is, the Gentleman 
aims here at ſomething more ; but is very unhappy 
both in his conceit and his expreſſion of it. By 
owning Chriſt, he means, owning the Divinity of 


_ Chriſt, owning him equal to God the Father, But, 


was the Earthquake calculated to prove this ? Did 
it make the centurion own this? Why, yes (he 
ſays) it made the centurion own the Divinity of 
Chri/t. But, in what ſenſe? why, that be was 
the Son of God. True; and where is the Chri/tran, 


that does not own the ſame ? 1 
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P. 9. Whatever drunken 1 l and reprobates 
may talk, in their abominable clubs, when with their 
liquor, the devil enters into them, we know, that 
God's arm is not ſborten d, or be leſs governor of the 
world, ſince be ſent his fon to ſave it than he was 
before. To fay nothing here of the ſhocking 
language ; the Lanes does not contain even the 
ſhadow of argument. God is not leſs governor of 
the world fince be ſent his ſon, &c. who ever ſaid, 
he was? Yes; cata infidels talk in that w 
But do infidels believe, that God hath ſent his 1 
at all? This makes them believers and unbelievers 
at the ſame inſtant. The abſurdity is equally 
ſtrong, when infidels are here ſuppos'd to py of 
God's arm being ſhorten'd, fince Chriſt's coming 
when they diſbelieve God's arm bei "g en, out 
before that event: and the reaſon is almoſt too 
obvious to be given—becauſe infidels don't be- 
lieve the Bible, and conſequently not any particular 
Providence. 

P. 11. The world was like a city that FEE tbe 
Plague in it, full of ſtench and corruption, arifing 
from the poiſonous exbalations of souls dead in 
ghet, and fins ! 

| P. 12. What ailed thee, O Sinai — Having 

= enumerated (what he calls) the Scripture Earth- 

| 7 he now aſſerts, that the cauſe of each was 

| But the fame anſwer i is not given here, as 

in the other inſtances, becauſe of the glaring ab- 
ſurdityMbat ailed thee, O Sinai? Six. Yet, tho 

the writer has worded himſelf with ſome caution 

in this reſpect; the reaſoning in this very place is 

ſurprizing. Sin, ſays he, was the cauſe of the 

, earthquake at Sinai. How ſo? Becauſe Sn is the 


tranſgreſſion 
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1 
tranſgreſſion of the law. But, was the Law given 
before Sinai thus trembled? No. Was the Law 


then tranſgreſs'd before it was given? If not; how 


was this Earthquake (if it can properly be call'd 
an Earthquake) occafion'd by Sin?—Beſides, the 
giving the Law was never yet conſider'd as an act 
of vindictive Judgment; nor did the ſplendor and 
magnificence, at giving the Law, prove that the 
Iſraelites had then tranſgreſs d, but were diſplay d 


in order the more effectually to ſecure their obedi- 
ence to the Law then given, and to impreſs a 


laſting fear of their Almighty Legiſlator. 
P. 13. Having told us (p. 11.) that all God's 


Judgments, and therefore earthquakes, are puniſh- 


ments for Sin, and having inſtanc'd in (what he 
calls) the Earthquake at the Flood, &c. he here 
ſpeaks of the two Earthquakes at Chriſt's Death 
and Reſurrection. But, can it be ſaid with pro- 
priety, that the Earthquake af Chriſt's Death was 
a judgment or puniſhment for Sin? If not ; this 


inſtance is introduc'd abſurdly. And tis ſtill 
more abſurd, to apply the power of Sin, as the 
_ cauſe of the Earthquake at Chri/t”s Reſurrection ; 
or to ſay, that the Earthquake, on that triumphant 


occaſion, was a judgment or puniſhment for Sin; 
when Sin and Death were both vanquiſhed and 


ſwallowed up in victory. | 


P. 14. No one but his fleſh creep no one but 


flill thinks he feels the earth racking under bis feet: 


hears the ſhrieks of the inhabitants entombed in the 
ruins ; beholds the water overwhelming all—views 


the ſmoke of the city, &c. Strange ſentences thele, 


both in ſentiment and expreſſion ! But does this 
author really think, he till feels the earth rocking ; 


or, 


— 


MU 
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or, did be feel it, even on that fatal day? If not; 
why this amplified mode of expreſſion? Again, 
did the water overwhelm all, or the whole city 
of Liſbon ? If not; why muſt words be inſerted 
without truth ? And, what a ſtrange combination 
of ideas is excited by reading, in one line, of 
Liſbon's being overwhelm'd with water ; and, in 
the next line, of its being all on fire ! The fame 
ſort of confufion muſt ariſe from the word en- 
tombed, which implies death and filence ; and from 
the ſbriełts of the very inhabitants here ſaid to be 
entombed. 

P. 1 5. —can afſign no reaſon for God's not deal- 
ing with us, on that fatal ſaturday, as he dealt 
with them ; ſeeing we are far, perhaps, from being 
more righteous. Flat contradictions are not ex- 
ed from writers of eminence. And *tis ſur- 

rizing, that this Gentleman ſhould talk here, as 
if no reaſon could be affign'd for this diſtinction 
made by Providence ; when he himſelf has ex- 
preſy given a reaſon, in p. 18. where he makes 

iſbon in ruins ſay to London in fin—for tranſ- 
greſing the law of Jeſus am I fallen, and thou 
ſtandeſt by Fartn. 

P. 18. He ſeems here to be ſo ſtruck with the 
propriety of making L:/bon in ruins preach (as he 
calls it) a ſhort but very full ſermon to London in 

fin, that *tis no wonder he has made Liſbon. ſpeak 
very bad Engliſh, in addreſſing London, firſt with 
the pronouns yourſelf and your—then thou—then 
twice you—then twice tby—and then twice thou. 
At the bottom of this page, we read, the ſecond 
time thy palaces were all but down ; and the words 
all but diſtinguiſh'd for their elegance. But what 
| I would 
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I would chiefly obſerve here is, that he ſeems to 
make the two Moes in the text prophetical of the 
tuo Earthquakes at London, by ſfaying—the sxcoxp 
time thy palaces were all but down ! The sxconp 


Woe THEREFORE 7s paſt, and behold, unleſs thou. 


repenteſt, the third woe cometh quickly. 

P. 19. Here (in contradiction to his former 
aſſertion of London's ſtanding by Faith) he 
affirms, by way of queſtion, that the dof#rines of 
the Trinity and Divinity of our Lord and Saviour 


are openly blaſpbem d and ridicul d, not only without 


diſcouragement but with encouragement, In ſup- 
port of which general and dreadful charge, he 
pretends to produce two particular inſtances ; 
which ſhall be here conſidered, in ſome propor- 
tion to their conſequence. 

The Firſt is— Has not a complaint againſt 
Arianiſm been follow'd by the preferment of the 


offender ? an inſinuation (without even the poſ- 


ſibility of certainty) that ſuch preferment was the 
reward of Arianiſm | we have here then an heavy 
charge ; and tho' the perſon charg'd, as com- 


plain'd of, be not expreſly nam'd, it is generally 


affirm'd to have been meant of tbe Revd, Dr. 
Carter, As I never ſaw, nor have had the leaſt 
concern with, the Gentleman laſt nam'd ; I can- 
not be ſuppos'd to have any perſonal attachment 
to him: and only mean to ſhew by the following 
remarks, how weakly, how unfairly, he is here 
attack'd (if he be the perſon attack'd) by this 
Hutchinſonian Zealot. I preſume, that the proper 
authorities on this occaſion are to be found in' 
Dr. Carter's ſermon in Auguſt, 1752, and Mr. 
Randolph's ſermon in October following, with 


the preface prefix d to each of them. Mr. 


or nee ne Vſ—— 


( 32 ) | 

Mr. Horne indeed pretends to no proof, and 
ſpeaks only of @ complaint. But how frequently 
are complaints ill-grounded ! and how cenſurable 


are imputations, without proofs, where imputations 


are of the leaſt importance! And what is the 
crime here ſaid to be complain'd of? Nothing 
leſs (according to this Gentleman p. 19.) than 
denying the Divinity of Chriſt ; without which (he 
ſays) our Redemption is abſolutely void, and we are 
yet in our fins, with the intolerable burden of the 
wrath of God lying upon us. And yet -e have not 
only no proof of the crime, but no proof even of 
the complaint ! | 

Mr. Randolph ſpeaks in his preface (p. 4.) of 


an anonymous Letter publiſh'd, which oppos'd the 


Divinity of Chriſt ; but whogthe author is (he ſays) 
he has no concern. He ſpeaks alſo (p. 6.) of the 
Arian Hereſy, as then openly vented at Deal : but 


this may only fignify, and moſt naturally refers 


to, the Arianiſm vented in the aforeſaid LETTER 
fo the Corporation of Deal, eſpecially, as Mr. 
Randolph does not, in any part either of his pre- 
face or ſermon, expreſly charge it upon the Doctor. 
The complaint therefore is charg'd upon tbe 
Pampblet only. And of this Pamphlet Dr. Carter 
fully clears himſelf, in his own preface know 
not, wwho is the author of that Pamphlet: I was not 
in any fort defignedly an occafion of it; nor had 1 
the leaſt intimation or expectation of it, till T ſaw it 
publickly advertiſed. : 

Our author will now perhaps betake himſelf, 
in ſupport of his raſh imputation, to the circum- 
ſtance of nat reading the Athanafian Creed. This 
the Dr. has confeſs'd, and given his reaſons in his 

ſermon, 


| (33) 
ſermon. Amongſt many other obſervations, he 
fays (p. 18, 19.) Eis well known, that this creed 


25 offenſrve to Many ; and it would have been more 


agreeable to Chriſtian Charity, if thoſe, who could + 
not ſuffer from the want of this creed (becauſe # 
better, the Apoſtles Creed, is always us d when that 
is omitted) would have been contented with the 
omiſſion of it, for the ſake of OTuress, who can- 
not bring themſelves to approve of it—ſo that the 
Omiſſion may have been entirely occafion'd by 


the objections of other people; and by Many 


and oTHERs the Dr. probably means a conſider- 


able part of his own congregation, But poſſibly 


the Dr. may think the damnatory clauſes in this 
creed, tho' /awful, yet (according to an Apoſtoli- 
cal diſtinction) not expedient. And even fu 
fing, that he does not approve of theſe damnatory 
clauſes ;' is he, or is any man therefore, and for 
that Angie reaſon, to be pronounc'd an Arian ?— 
J leave this point to the more mature deliberation 
of this young Divine: and only add one argu- 


ment, which is fully decifive againſt nim and 
us COMPLAINT, even upon his own principles. 


> Dr. Carter ( in p. 24 of his ſermon) ca/ls CHRIST 
zhe Sow or Go. | 


Mr. Horne (in p. 8 of his ſermon) affirms, that 


the Centurion's calling Cuxisr the Son or Go 


was owning the D1viniTY of CHRIST. 
| Therefore, 
Mr. Horne muſt allow Dr. Carter to own the 


Divinity f CunisT likewiſe, 


E ig Having 
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Having thus prov'd our author to be, even 
upon his own ing, 4 falſe atcuſer of one of 
his brethren.; I proceed to the ſecond charge ex- 
hibited by him in the ſame page, which is ex- 
preſs'd thus Have we not liu d to bear of a guar- 
dian of Chriſtianity moving the lay powers to ex- 
punge a creed out of the ſervice of the church, 
becauſe it contains the faith he has ſubſcrib' d to and 
ſworn to defend; by which ſubſcription to the 
Chriſtian faith he holds the dignity that empowers 
him to move for its overthrow ? In anſwer to this 
ſolemn, but moſt uncharitable queſtion, implying 
the affirmative ; the author will permit me to in- 
terrogate him, ſolemnly, in return.—Sir, as you 
have thus publickly accus'd one, whom you call & 
guardian of Chriſtianity ; what authority have you 
to juſtify the charge ? You ſay, you have liv'd to 
hear of it ; but how ? Have you heard of it from 
any more credible teſtimony than the dark in- 
ſinuation of a News Paper? If not, are the guars 
dians of Chriſtianity to be openly arraign'd and 
inſulted publickly by you, if at all, on an autho- 
rity ſo precarious and unſatisfactory? Can you, 
Sir, forget the Apoſtolical injunction, againſt an 
Elder receive not an accuſation, but before (unleſs 
confirm'd by) tao or three witneſſes ?—But, ſhould 
the fact be true; what then is the nature of it? 
A Prelate of the Church (ſuppoſe) moves for 
what he thinks an improvement in the Liturgy : 
and what then? Has not every Biſhop a right, or 
is he not (in your own word) empower'd to move 
for any fuch improvement ? Was not the preſent 
Liturgy compil'd by the Clergy, and eſtabliſh'd 
If Fj by 
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by King, Lords and Commons? And have not 
the fame Powers, that made it, liberty to alter 
any part of it for the better? And may not the 
Lords Spiritual, or either of them, move for and 
recommend any ſuch alteration ? And if the mo- 
tion or propoſal ſhould be thought expedient, and 
be enacted by the ſame plenary authority, which 
appointed the Liturgy in its preſent form ; where, 
Sir, is the violation either of Epiſcopal duty or of 
Ecclefiaſtical obedience ?—But you ſay, the Pre- 
late mov'd tbe Lay powers, What! did he then 
object againſt tbe Lords Spiritual? Would he have 
excluded his own Brethren from any concern in it ? 
If not, the excluſive term of lay powers, inſerted 
here to aggravate the charge, is inſerted wickedly. 
But, what was the creed, which he mov'd for the 
omiſſion of? If the Athanefian ; are Chriſtianity 
and that creed fo connected, that they muſt ſtand 
or fall together? You are pleas'd indeed to be very 
deciſive, that he who moves for expunging that 
creed moves for the overthrow of Chriſtianity. But, 
Sir, can you poſſibly think, (I appeal ſolemnly to 
own conſcience) that Chriſtianity could not 
be ſupported by the ſacred Scriptures and by the 
preſent Liturgy with the Apoſtolical and Nicene 
Creeds only? If you think, it might ; the words 
overthrow of Chriſtianity are likewiſe inſerted 
wickedly. And if you think, it might not; con- 
ſider with yourſelf, when this creed was firſt re- 
ceiv'd into the Chriſtian Church; and remember, 
it was not receiv'd into the Church of England till 
the gth or the roth Century,—But the capital 
condemnation is ſtill to come. If you were ſure, 
that a Prelate had made ſuch a motion; are you, 
15 E 2 can 
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can you, Sir, be ſure what was his inducement to 
it? Would not every man of Charity conclude, 
that the motive was founded upon Religion, and 
a conviction of the uſefulneſs of what he mov'd 
for ? But YOU, in abſolute violation of Chriſtian 
Charity, and even in defiance of common ſenſe, 
ſcruple not publickly to affirm, that the motion 
was not made from any principle of duty, not 
made from caprice or humour, but only (I am 
here aſtoniſh'd beyond the power of expreſſion) 
ONLY, becauſe it ſhould at have been mov'd ! 
YOU roundly pronounce, that the Prelate mov'd 
to expunge the creed oN, for no other reaſon 
but, becauſe he had ſubſcrib'd to it! YOU aſſert 
ſolemnly, before this Univerſity, that his Lordſhip 
flood forth an Enemy, ONLY, becauſe he had ſworn 
to be a Friend ! | 

Sir—let me ſay with you, p. 6; that per- 
fon muſt never have open d a bible to any purpoſe 
in his life, who does not ſee and know, that 
CHARITY is the very bond of peace and of all 
virtues, and that whoſoever liveth without it is 
counted dead in the fight of Gop. And ſurely, 
if there ever was in man Uncharitableneſs ; that 
dangerous, that unchriſtian diſpoſition of foul is 
here diſplay'd ſo powerfully, that no art, no cun- 
ning can ſo explain the writing as to excuſe the 
writer. And therefore, notwithſtanding your ex- 
alted pretenſions to greater purity of Belief, you 
muſt now be contented to deſcend and fink into 
a ſtate of the deepeſt humiliation ; for St. Paul is 
very expreſs, that , you have ALL FaiTH, ſo that 
you could remove mountains, and have not CHARITY, 
you are——nothing. In ſhort, as your Pavan 
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ſlanderouſly to aſperſe, and to repreſent as accurſed 
(or, in your own word, damnable) One, whom 
you yourſelf call à guardian of Chriſtianity ; and 
as even You YOURSELF, Sir, CANNOT POSSIBLY 
BELIEVE What you have here aſſerted in this 
ſolemn ſermon ; the mind of the Reader will be 
led, almoſt neceſſarily, to that dreadful deſcription 
of certain men given in Pſalm the 59th—Be not 
merciful to them, that offend of MAL1C1ous wicked- 
neſs : for the fin of their mouth and for the words of 
their lips they ſhall be taken in their px IDR; and 
why ? their preaching is of cugsING and LIES. 
The Reader will pleaſe to recollect here a preli- 
minary caution, laid before him in page 20. And 
it will be farther neceſſary for me to ſubjoin here 
— that, as I ſhall liberally receive from the Hutch- 
znſonian Fraternity the names of Arian and Deiſt, 
or rather Acbeiſt, (as their cuſtomary ſtile runs) 
only for the preceding remarks ; fo I think it my 
duty to ſatisfy every charitable Reader by ſolemnly 
declaring — 1 firmly believe, that the Scripture 
doctrine or THE HoLy TRINITY (ſo far as I can 
underſtand a doctrine ſo myſterious and certainly 
attended with its ſhare of difficulties) s truly ex- 


| freft in the articles of the Church of England. 


P. 20. How far we of this place may go to- 
wards reforming the nation is more than any one 
can tell. It will not, I preſume, be ſo very dif- 
ficult to determine this point (tho' not to the 
Gentleman's ſatisfaction) if by Ve he means here 
We the followers of Mr. Hutchinſon ; who per- 
haps are the perſons meant by the diſciples of their 
bleſſed Lord, mention'd at top of this Page 3 
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and who may alſo be intended (in the next page) 
by hit faithful meſſengers, who are already arrived 
to prepare the way, but the world is determin d nat 
to hear them, For, as to theſe faithful meſſengers, 
he could not know, that the world was determin'd 
not to hear God's Judgments ; and indeed he ſays 
(in the preface to two extraordinary ſermons ſince 
printed) that theſe Judgments have produc'd ſome 
Signs of public repentance and reformation, And, 
I ſhall only add, as to the preceding determina- 
tion ; that it muſt be rather eaſy to apprehend, 
that men cannot (in theſe days) preach the Goſpel j 
with any great ſucceſs; if they are ſo defective in 
Chriſtianity, as to want even the prime virtue of 
it, which is CHARITY ; and if they are fo de- 
fective in human Learning, as this author and 
many of his Brethren, 

The proofs of ſuch a charge, as to this writer, 
have been here laid before the Reader in great 
abundance ; and tho' the number might be ſtill , 
largely encreas'd, yet Lſhall only add three in- 
4 ſtances more, from this page and the following; 
i and with them, unremark'd upon, eloſe this diſ- 
| agreeable catalogue O may we never read a band 
writing upon the wall of heaven in the illuminated 
capitals of the Almighty !-—Then ſhall the earth in- \ , 
deed ſhake and tremble, the very foundations of the 
mountains, exalted againſt the knowledge of Chriſt, 
quake and be removed, becauſe of the wrath of God 
due to unrepented Sin O that we could ſound the 
ſame truth thro' all the kingdoms of the earth, that 
it might reſound to the regions of eternity, and firike 
For ever dumb the enemy and avenger ! | 
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Thus have I gone thro this Gentleman's 


ſermon, and have noted ſome of the many great 
Abſurdities that occur in it. And, as the particu- 
lars of it have been now conſider' d, it may be 
neceſſary to add in general—that it not on 

abounds in an uncharitable furiouſneſs, from whic 

all Sermons, and particularly on days of Humili- 
ation, ſhould be entirely free; but that it is de- 


feeirve in what the ſolemn ſeaſon principally de- 


manded (i. e.) a particular application to private 
perſons, earneſtly and yet rationally preſſing each 
of them to true repentance. An illuſtration of 
both the articles here meant may be learnt, to 
much greater advantage than from any words 
of mine, by an attentive peruſal of another Ox- 
ford Sermon, that is the reverſe of this in almoſt 

It was preach'd on the late Foft day, before 
the ation, at the judicious appointment of 
Mr. Mayor, and is juſt publiſh'd at the requeſt 
of Mr. Mayor and his Brethren, by the truly 
Reverend Dr. GroRGe FoTHERGILL ; who, in 
a ſtyte well adapted to the awfulneſs of the ſub- 
jet, has expreſs'd every weighty and proper con- 
fideration ; with ſo much ſound Learning, and 
with ſo much true Religion, as are not frequently 
found even fingly, and are united in very few 
men beſides Himſelf, It muſt be here obſerv d, 
that the preceding ſermon by Mr. Horne was not 
preach'd before our Univerſity, on the day of the 
Faſt ; the Gentleman, appointed by Mr. Vice- 
Chancellor for that -particular ſolemnity, being 


Mr. Bailey, whoſe ſermon is not yet publiſh'd. 
I ſhall 


(49) 


I ſhall now take my leave, at leaſt for the 99 
ſent, not only of the authors of the Three 8 
but of the whole Society of Hutchinſonians. 1 ns 
be ſorry, if I appear'd to theſe Gentlemen as their 
enemy, becauſe I have here attempted to fell them 
the truth, Were the Principles of them all as 
rational and falutary, as I am convinc'd the Lives 
of ſome of them are ſerious and exemplary ; I 
would moſt heartily join with thoſe who ſhould 
fay, We wiſh you good luck, in the name of the Lord: 
and, for my brethren and companions ſakes, yea be- 
cauſe of the houſe of the Lord our Gop, I would 
with their Cauſe, as well as Them, pro , 
But the ſame concern for the ſucceſs of our Holy 
Religion, - the fame zeal for the honour of our 
Univerſity, which would then demand good 
wiſhes, ſeem now to demand— I will not fay, 
demand the contrary ; but—ſcem to demand, that 
all Chriſtians and Scholars unite as one man, in 
order to diſcountenance ſuch contemners of ſound 
ing and ſuch corrupters of genuine Religion; 
and vigorouſly to enforce our bleſſed Saviour's s ex- 
hortation, of being wiſe as Serpents as well as 


harmleſs as Doves. 
My Proteſt is contain'd in this little pamphlet: 
and 


ppy ſhall I think myſelf, if it be found to 
awaken the attention of the Governors, and en- 
creaſe the caution of the Younger Members of This 
Illuſtrious Univerſity. And, to ſtrengthen the 
probability of ſuch good effects, I ſhall conclude 
with Four Remarks, each confirm'd by the words 
of ſome celebrated Authority. 
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er dhe firſt remark be on the zeal of theſs 
.-WMnitlemen, in decrying human Learning, Reaſon 
> and the light of Nature words held ſo deteſtable 


by the founder of This Se&, that in a book call'd' 
the Religion of Satan or Antichriſt delineated, he 
treats the duties taught by Nature and Reaſon as 
the Religion of the Devil, On this firſt remark 
then we may fafely refer ourſelves (as m duty 
bound) to the Charge of our preſent Right Reverend 
Dioceſan; p. 11, 12. © Tho' moſt parts of 
« Learning (ſays his Lordſhip) will be uſeful to 
us, and all parts ornamental; yet—our principal 
% Buſineſs muſt be, to obtain a thorough Ac- 
% quaintance with the Chriſtian Faith: firſt the 
« Grounds, then the Doctrines of it. And the 
previous Qualifications for attempting this are, 


- « a due Knowledge of the Rules of right Reaſon- 


* ing, and of the Moral and Religious Truths 
« which Nature teaches; of the ſtate of the 
* World in its earlier ages, and in that when 
« Chriſtianity firſt appeared. Theſe Preparations 


c being made, the great thing, requiſite in the 


c next place, is a diligent ſearch into Holy 


« Scripture.” 


The ſecond remark may be on the conduct of 
theſe Divines in publickly reflecting on all other 
Miniſters of the Goſpel. And here we may in- 
troduce the authority of the late Bp. of London 
who, in his 4th Paſtoral Letter, ſpeaking of the 
Methodift teachers, ſays—** There is one thing 
« jn their conduct, which it is hard to reconcile 
*, to fair and ingenuous dealing; and that is, their 


1 endeavoyring to juſtify their own extraordinary 
1 "For F 


« methods 


r 
- + 


2 


8 | 
4 (14), 
„ methods of teaching, by caſting! unworthy te- 
»» flections on the Parochial Clergy, as: deficien 
< in the diſcharge of their Duty, and not teach» 
ing the true dictrines of Chriſtianity. This is a 
© heavy charge; and, I hope, it is very far from 
© the Truth. The ſucceſs of Miniſters, in the 
e diſcharge of their Duty, depends greatly upon 
* the good opinion of their People; and they, 
ho go about to repreſent them as unable or 
1 * unwilling to teach their people aright, are ſo 
4 far anſwerable for defeating the good effects 
that their Miniſtry might otherwiſe have. 7 
Men, that profeſs a greater zeal for Religion 
than their Neighhours, ſhould take care not to 
* indulge themſelves in ſuch Liberties, as evi- 
e dently tend to weaken and undermine that 
© which under God is the National Support of it.” 


The third remark is on the danger, that young 
Gentlemen will run, in giving heed to the ſolli- 4 
citations. and embracing the notions: of a Set of 
Men; who, deſpiſing Reaſon and Learning; and 
indulging their minds in all the wildneſs of ima- 
gination and unbounded whim, make Words ſig- 
nify what they pleaſe, turn he 23 Hiſtory 
into ſublime Prophecy, and compel 


entences to be * 
ora ular, in various ways, with all ſuch meanings 
as were never meant. Dr. Patten has obſerv'd very 
pertinently (p. 16, 30.) —It is owing to the vain- 
\B glorious ſpirit of throwing a nem and unbeard of 
liufiration upon Scripture doctrines, that the bible 
Lath of late years been made a ſtage, whereon theolo- 
gical adventurers diſplay their ingenious ſtill and 
dexterity, And indeed the new airy fyſiems and 
a fancied 
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Beentiouſnefs of faney in interpreting, and their 
luxuriant uſe of falſe and quaint Metaphors in 
expreffing the Senſe of Holy Scripture, will bs 
thought by ſome very aptly chaſtiz'd, in the fol- 
lowing quotation from the firſt book of the 
Dounerap— | „ on 


* 


Here She beholds the Chaos dark and deep, 
Where nameleſs Somethings in their Cauſes ſleep. 
Hos Hints, likeSpaws, ſcarce quick in Embrio lies 
How new-born Nonſenſe firſt is taught to cry. 
Here one poor Word an hundred clenches makes; 
And ductile Dulneſs new meanders takes: 

There motley Images her Fancy firike; 
Figures ill-pair d, and Similies unlike. 

che ſees a Mob of Metaphors advance, | 
Pleas'd with the Madneſs of the mazy Dance. 
All theſe and more the cloud-compelling Queen 
Beholds thro' Fogs, that magnify the Scene ; 
And, tinſel'd o'er in Robes of varying Hues, 
With Self-Applauſe her wild Creation views, 


Lafily, for fear the preceding quotation, how- 
ever pertinent, ſhould be deem'd by any too light 
for the occaſion ; and as it may be judg'd right 
by moſt men, that an Addreſs, upon a ſubje& of 
ſuch conſequence to Religion, ſhould be con- 


cluded powerfully in the words of Holy * 
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